OUR AMBASSADOR KING

patterned is he, that he can be given capital letters
without fear of exaggerating his numbers and influence.
Diplomacy has its uses. It is more than useful in these
years when all nations, and all classes within nations,
are driven into conflict by a prevailing inferiority
complex. But, in the nature of things, diplomacy must
always be untrustworthy. It is the art of temporising,
the fine art of cultivating insincerity to the finest degree.
The King has never had any ambition to master that
art. Since his coming of age he has shown a free and
flexible mind, one that has impatiently cast off the
shackles of diplomatic observances. Frequently in his
speeches he has declared for that freedom and flexi-
bility. He has made open war on the cant of official
expression, and so far as he himself is concerned, he has
utterly defeated it. It is his belief that the sincere
motive needs no more verbosity than good wine needs
bush, that goodwill is best conveyed through straight-
forwardness. During the twenty years of his life which
form the subject of this study, goodwill to all sorts and
conditions of men has been the leading motive. The
governing strength and the power of development
which are unfolded by a central theme in a work of art
can be discerned in this idee fixe of the King's man-
hood. So much so that, whatever his private problems
and distractions have been, however threatening they
have sometimes appeared, the resultant design of his
career presents to the spectator (to this author, in fact)
a unique and most satisfying aspect of the art of living*
This is not to say that a single motive has led the
King, as it sometimes leads the zealots among us, along
a narrow path. The range of his interests has saved
him from becoming the bore that, alas, the man or
woman of goodwill so often is. That and a capacity
for hard work have given him at the age of forty-one
the look of a man eight or ten years younger. Lest the
reader should think this an idle, easy compliment, let
him but look around among any of his friends who are